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FROM THE PASTOR FEB.A MARCH 2010
THE VALUE OF WORSHIPING GOD

Let me start by thanking you all for the prayers and words of encouragement that | re-
ceived from so many of you during my health issues of December and JaRoatpos
who dondét know, | 6ve been diagnoNewdiedas havin
cation and close scrutiny from my cardiologist seem to be helghuyng through these
Ailife momentso often helps me refocus

One of the values at the top of our list is worship. Worship is fundamental to being a fol-
lower of Jesus. Worship is where a lot of people begin their life in God. Many came to
faith in Jesus Christ while at worship. There is no doubt, people have given their lives for
the freedom to worship. Others have traveled oceans to worship in a way they believed

truly honored God. A P EEK
INSIDE THIS
I suppose thatodos why 1 06m al ways ama z eSS

ship. The enemies of faithful worship are hardly formidable. A sniffle, a football gam&,egos or ,
late Saturday night, or a snowfall all seem to have power over many contemporary ﬂkms{m
can Christians when it comes to getting there in worship. Spiritual warfare is not always in
legendary battle zones, but simply a choice between getting out of bed or turning[gLi€.ys
alarm and just rolling over.

& ANNIVER-
SARIES

ealns 4

Just as poor, | suppose, is to be in worship and not be there, if you know what |
Lutheran Christians, we believe that God has promised to make himself present whetrevhis

Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are administered according to the comm&A¥ of

Christ. God shows up in all His glory, but we may be there in body but not in spiritl Vg, L 5
can go through the motions and words
sort of like driving home and not remembering anything that happened along the w
Lord has a marked distaste for this sort of absemspirit worship. In Isaiah 29:13,
says, These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips,
their hearts are far from me

ethe

Bheace MEAL 8
but

PLAN FOR
Thatés why itds so i mpor t ailtocomeexgectieglGak ieg="f or
to do something truly impactful in your life. It means coming ready to behold, to le
pray and praise from the heart, and to receive. You may want to put it all on the
or the choir, or the organist, but i

aNETRY WO I
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receive in worship.

On ministry staff, we have been talking a lot about a couple e¥/slues that come along with this basic
value of worship. One is a commitment to give God two hours every Sunday, an hour of worship and an hc
of Bi bl e study. The other i's to commit to bein
grader ora preschooler for that matter can get out of worship if given the chance.

So today affirm with me the valwue that puts us
sends us out to worship Him in our work and witness as Christians. For us, life itself, after all, is worship!

PS. Donodét forget during Lent there are even
God. Lent starts on February 17 Join us Wednesday evenings as we focus on Jesus seven last words

LWML Lenten Inspiration
Saturday, March 6

This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare for Lent by foclis-
ing on the therie Servant King Rdigasvent includes
worship, Bible study, and fellowship. It is being hosted b
Bethel in Gurnee. Itis from 9 AM to 2 PM and costs $15
which includes your lunch. If you are interested in attendjng,
talk to Cheryl Paras or Ann Barber. Carpooling to the ev@nt
is an option.

.

MMMMMMMMM%&%&%&%&M@M%@M%%@%&%&%&%
Friends of Chicago Uptown Ministry

Invite you to their 21st annual benefit §

iSweet & Chicbod g

Saturday, March 13, 2010 at the Meridian Banquets, 1701 Algonquin Rd. Rolling Meado@s
10: 30-O-HonBy® Boutique and Socia%

12: 00 Luncheon, fARedhoto Raffle andgﬁSweet
Adults $50 Children $25 oo
:

EM%MM%MM%M
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February/March Birthdays

Barry Kirby 2/1 Kevin Amato 3/2
Helen Bishop 2/7 Nathan Gutierrez 3/5 Feb./March Anniversaries
Deborah Luethy 2/8 , .
Clifford Rautenberg 3/8 Kelly & William Berbaum 2/6
Kim Strout 2/8
Andrew Herrmann 3/12 )
Mike Hebein 2/14 Diane & Neal Herrmann 2/12
Bradley Kirby 3/13
Erhard Panzil 2/14 .
rhard ranztots Jameson Nolan 3/16 Kit & Randy Lenser 2/14
Jaden Engelking 2/16
Emily Bouroudijian 2/17 Abigail Marquardt 3/16 Mary & Don Long 2/25
. Tracie Douglas 3/18
Carol Palczynski 2/18 | Sharon & Jason Nolan 3/2
Ruby Hosfield 2/20 Debara Guiterrez 3/22
ZackProux 2/20 Sharon Nolan 3/23 Cheryl & Jim Paras 3/20
Mildred Kierbs 2/24 Sonny Guiterrez 3/25
Jake Zara 2/26 Erin Kirby 3/28

JoAnn Bitterman 2/28 L:ila Mae Bornhoeft 3/30

Jim Keith 2/28

David Proux 2/28

The information presented is from our cur-
rent membership database. If you are aware
of any omissions or errors, please contact
the church office. Thank you for your assis-

tance in keeping
our records accurate ard-dpte.
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A W orD FrROM WENDY ...

In January, we celebrated ouf Birthday at Open ArmsWow, what a three years it has be@od has

truly blessed usThe week of January 2, 2007 we opened with two children, my two boys, and we dou-
bled the next weekNow we are serving a total of 98 children and their familigsank you for all of

your support, prayers and help during the past three yltdras been an amazing adventure!

Even though we are nearing our capacity, our work is not complete and our actual ministry work is just
beginningSo much of our focus has been on fAbeginnin
earning our reputation in the community, and madew that some of the foundation is laid, we can
really begin to wor kThattakestimeBuiding réladianshipsgs arhiigapa t r y ¢
of our work at ImmanuelThrough the various small bible studies that are occurring on Sunday and
throughout the week, as well as parent classes, ladies night out, family nights and more, you may be-
come involved in building relationships as wdHamily Game Nights are not just for the families at

Open Arms.These nights are for EVERYONE and this is a great opportunity for all of us to learn more
about each otherl. hope you will take that into consideration and join us for the MANY things that are
going on.

We are also beginning to see more of our Open Arms families in chRtdBASE, if you see someone
new, introduce yourself and help them to feel welcokive have had many visitors lately; some are
through Open Arms and some through other meRtesase help all of them feel welcom@ur minis-

try has a lot to offer to many people and the only way our visitors will know what we have to offer is
through your willingness to begin the conversatiorhose small conversations are the start of new re-
lationships. | want to encourage you to take the risk of saying hello.

Summer Camp is coming sooiYlou may have seen some of the flyers in the nartifeyou know of a

child entering 1 grade through age 10, please let me knéve have several fun activities planned for

the summer, and | would love to share the informatibgou are able to take a stack of flyers to work,

the train station, or your doctorbds office, pl e

The first full week of March, we will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Wégkhis time, we plan for

the children to sing in churcH.want to remind everyone that for some of our families this is finsir
experience being in a churcfthey will take pictures of their children, they may walk out after the chil-
dren sing, HOWEVER, we are providing this first connection for their faniiyey may be backSo

please help them to feel welcome, make sure they have a bulletin, ask them to come back, and most of
all share your Christian love with therhpersonally want to thank you, in advance, for helping to teach
them and to welcome them, it is so very important.

May God Bless You Always and in All Ways!

WENDY PRITCHARD, DIRECTOROF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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Family Life Ministry
A NOTE FROM ANN

Al'l of us know that the key to a successf
bringing |lots of stress and often it doesnds
to that preparation. After all, when the event is several weeks (or months) away, there is plenty of t
the details. When we donod6t do the prep work

things flow smoothly that we candét enjoy the
There is a major celebration just around the corner and it is Easter. However, the necessary
ferent from planning an event. We dondot nec

) | (
go
[ne to t
t |
c el
lprepar:
P S S |

but we need to get our hearts and minds focused. With Easter, if there is no prep work done, we rigk missi

plete joy that comes from recognizing the de

bt h

Preparation can take several forms. The first is by reading a daily devotional to focus your trﬂ)ughts.

theran Hour Ministries offers this service bynemadrtendevotions)nat there are print copies available
at church. Secondly, there is opportunity for quiet midweek reflection at our Wed. night services.
shorter than Sun. morning, but offer a great chance to simply stop and think. Finally (and most imp
versations with your family about Christds s
and the joy of forgiveness that is ours to celebrate at Easter.

With a bit of preparation, your Easter ce

ere
ese SE€
rtantly’
R C I |

ebi

The music, the words, the Bible readings will all seem to speak to your heart more clearly as you haje beel

the fantastic nedude is risen! Alleluial

@'vv'Vva"vv'Vvvv@

BIBLE STUDIES

Monday Night Womends Study 7:00 PM

We finish our study of Godds wupside down
Ephesians. The study has been written by Max Lucado. We will be taking the time to look at Ephe
weeks to see what it saying to us today.

Lenten Bible Study starts on Feb. 16 Tuesdays at 10:00 AM

Join us on Tuesday mornings for this look at the Readings of the week. We will be using a B
cordia to guide our exploration of these texts. The topics are:

2/16 Been There, Done That

2/23 Dondt Shoot the Messenger!
3/2 A Words about Clubhouse Christianity

3/9 The Foolishness of God Overcomes the Folly of People
3/16 God Makes Us New in Christ

3/23 Jesus Emptied Himself So That We Might Be Saved

[ r u i
ians o\

ble stu



http://www.lentendevo-tions.net
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Family Life Ministry, continued...

March Madness Saturday, March 20
Join us for some basketball watching. Come and cheer for your favorit

(s) . We d | | be gathering in dhe Roon to
2 PM. Lunch will be availdBldree will offering will be taken. Bring a
friend and enjoy the game!
YOUTH EVENTS
God vs. the gods Sunday, Feb. 21 froré-8 PM
We 06 | | meet in the Youth Room to | ook at he
When we are done with our Bible study, weol m ¢
can put up the nets and play some volleyball. Friends are always welcome to join us.
—— Deadline to sign up for the lockin at Concordia and the Laser Tag out-
%\ ing is Sunday, February 28.
Laser Tag Sunday, March 7
Plan now to bring a friend to join in the Laser Tag competition. We will meet at church atj1:30 P!
and drive out to Laser Quest on Rand Rd. The plan is to be there at 2:00 PM so we can play in(fhe 2:2i
We will play a total of 3 games and be done at 4:00 PM. That means we should be back at chutlgh by £
The cost is $19 for 3 games. Talk to Ann if you need some help paying for this event. Make sulfe you r

sigrup deadline (Feb. 28) so that there is enough transportation for everypnsenibAmnan emalil
or use the sigp sheet in the narthex

Girls Only! Saturday, March 13  -@ PM
All the girls of the congregation (2nd grade and older) are invited to be a part of this special afterfjoon eve
We wi | | make fleece pillows and have a Bible sjfudy
and plan to join us.
REBEL March 26, 27
Hereds your c¢ han @éoinusfortheeLlaotat Concardisa The themleish yy wa
ORebel 6 and wedl I be |l ooking at Jesus and ow
toall@®@ gr ader s. We 6 | | meet at church at 6 PM to

AM on Saturday. Remember to sign up before the deadline.
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Family Life Ministry,

continued. CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS

OMy Bi bl ebd Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM

Come join us as we work through the Bible. Each week we look at 1% ke verse

that help us understand the message of each of the Biblical books. If you have
dered what the book of Haggai or Ephesians was about, this is the class for|you

EVer W(

CONGREGATIONAL SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

Meals to Serve

The Family Life Board would like to better organize our sy
providing meals to families in need. We want to provide meals w
an illness, a new baby, a lost job, a death, or any other type eme
put this new plan into action, we need two things:

Meal Providersd If you would be willing to make a meal to share
another family, please email Ann Bddnde(@immanuel glenviejv.q
or call her at 84241034.

Meal Alerts 6 If you need a meal OR you know of another family i

a meal, please contact the church offic24Bd34) to put in a meal re
qguest. Itis important that everyone help us stay aware of those ywhc

need this service.
Thanks for your help in getting this new ministry organized and o

stem of
hen there is

I'9

ff the

ground.

CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS

Family Game Night

make some new friends.

Friday, Feb. 26

Come and join us for some pizza, games, and fellowship. This is a gfegt oppo
nity to have time together as a family. We §a30ePibnd the evening ends3it
PM. Our Open Arms families are invited so please join us and take the opportlnity to

Beat the Winter Blues!

adults.

Saturday, March 13

Come and join us for a day of inside play. The gym will be open to all qur fami
lies, including our Open Arms families3:86é1.0:30 AM We are simply providinJ
the opportunity to let little ones run off their energy while enjoying the compan

of oth
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ;

As sinful human beings when confronted with conflict, our natural inclination is to strike back. This atijyude is rei
what we see in the world around us, especially in the way we see conflict played out in the national media amon
celebrities and citizens at large.

Even afithful Christiatte often we misuse Scripture in addressing conflict because we fail to truly understand the
and intent of Mathew 18. As referenced in the devotion below, we are called to apply a proper understanding of S
not simply use it for our own purposes (e.g., to point fingers or lay blame).

One very important, yet simple, point is found in the devotibivibglowt MatthewAls8a participant in conflict or as a
mediator, how we approach cdrgfiote a single word is uttisredth a particular mindset established by a proper under
standing of Scripture. Below, the author makes the distincti@stioetieandcondemnatiorin other words, we are

to follow Christods | ead, become more | i ke himvand f
sinned (i.e., including ourselves, if we are part of the conflict). This is easy to forget, especially whezdwdhare overw
hurt and anger in the midst of conflict.

Tom Amato

Chairman of the Board of Elders

FOOD FOR THOUGHT ONBIBHCAL PEAGEMAKING.

Living out Matthew 18

When Christians think about talking to someone else about a conflict, one of the first verses that comes to
mind is Matthew 18:15: "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of
you." If this verse is read in isolation, it seems to teach that we must always use direct confrontation to force
others to admit they have sinned. If the verse is read in context, however, we see that Jesus had something
much more flexible and beneficial in mind than simply standing toe to toe with others and describing their
sins.

Just before this passage, we find Jesus' wonderful metaphor of a loving shepherd who goes to look for a wan-
dering sheep and then rejoices when it is found (Matt. 18:114). Thus, Matthew 18:15 is introduced with a
theme of restoration, not condemnation. Jesus repeats this theme just after telling us to "go and show him his
fault” by adding, "If he listens to you, you have won your brother over." And then he hits the restoration
theme a third time in verses 2B5, where he uses the parable of the unmerciful servant to remind us to be as
merciful and forgiving to others as God is to us (Matt. 18:235).

Adapted from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict
by Ken Sande, Updated Edition (Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2003) p. 144.

Food for Thought

Jesus is clearly calling for something much more loving and redemptive than simply confronting others with a
list of their wrongs. He wants us to remember and imitate his shepherd love for-useeking after others, help-

ing them turn from sin, and helping them be restored to God and those they have offended. Have you ever
heard others in a conflict say, "We followed the Matthew 18 process"? Have you said it yourself? Read all of
Matthew 18 and ask the Lord to give you the heart of a shepherd who seeks and gently restores the lost sheep.
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