
THE VALUE OF WORSHIPING GOD 

Let me start by thanking you all for the prayers and words of encouragement that I re-

ceived from so many of you during my health issues of December and January.  For those 

who donôt know, Iôve been diagnosed as having some dangerous arrhythmias.  New medi-

cation and close scrutiny from my cardiologist seem to be helping.  Going through these 

ñlife momentsò often helps me refocus on what is important. 

Speaking of things that are important, my newsletter articles this year will focus on the 

values that drive our ministries. As a matter of fact, this weekend the Board of Directors 

will be meeting to spend some time discussing the values that unite us in ministry. 

One of the values at the top of our list is worship. Worship is fundamental to being a fol-

lower of Jesus. Worship is where a lot of people begin their life in God. Many come to 

faith in Jesus Christ while at worship. There is no doubt, people have given their lives for 

the freedom to worship. Others have traveled oceans to worship in a way they believed 

truly honored God. 

I suppose thatôs why Iôm always amazed at how quickly some people can blow off wor-

ship. The enemies of faithful worship are hardly formidable. A sniffle, a football game, a 

late Saturday night, or a snowfall all seem to have power over many contemporary Ameri-

can Christians when it comes to getting there in worship. Spiritual warfare is not always in 

legendary battle zones, but simply a choice between getting out of bed or turning of the 

alarm and just rolling over. 

Just as poor, I suppose, is to be in worship and not be there, if you know what I mean. As 

Lutheran Christians, we believe that God has promised to make himself present where his 

Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are administered according to the command of 

Christ.  God shows up in all His glory, but we may be there in body but not in spirit. We 

can go through the motions and words and wonder afterwards, ñWhat did I just do?ò Itôs 

sort of like driving home and not remembering anything that happened along the way. The 

Lord has a marked distaste for this sort of absent-in spirit worship. In Isaiah 29:13, He 

says, "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me.ò 

Thatôs why itôs so important to prepare for our times of worship ï to come expecting God 

to do something truly impactful in your life. It means coming ready to behold, to learn, to 

pray and praise from the heart, and to receive. You may want to put it all on the preacher 

or the choir, or the organist, but in a real way youôre responsible for what you give and  
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receive in worship. 

On ministry staff, we have been talking a lot about a couple of sub-values that come along with this basic 

value of worship. One is a commitment to give God two hours every Sunday, an hour of worship and an hour 

of Bible study. The other is to commit to being in worship as a family. Iôm amazed at how much a first 

grader or a preschooler for that matter can get out of worship if given the chance. 

So today affirm with me the value that puts us in contact with Godôs Word and Sacraments in worship and 

sends us out to worship Him in our work and witness as Christians. For us, life itself, after all, is worship! 

PS. Donôt forget during Lent there are even more opportunities to spend some time in the presence of 

God.  Lent starts on February 17th.   Join us Wednesday evenings as we focus on Jesus seven last words. 
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Friends of Chicago Uptown Ministry 

Invite you to their 21st annual benefit 

ñSweet & Chicò 

Saturday,  March 13, 2010 at the Meridian Banquets, 1701 Algonquin Rd. Rolling Meadows 

10:30   ñBit-O-Honeyò Boutique and Social Hour 

12:00 Luncheon, ñRedhotò Raffle and ñSweet & Chicò Fashion Show 

Adults $50    Children $25 

LWML Lenten Inspiration 

Saturday, March 6 

This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare for Lent by focus-

ing on the theme The Servant King Reigns.  The event includes 

worship, Bible study, and fellowship. It is being hosted by 

Bethel in Gurnee.  It is from 9 AM to 2 PM and costs $15, 

which includes your lunch.  If you are interested in attending, 

talk to Cheryl Paras or Ann Barber.  Carpooling to the event 

is an option. 



February/March Birthdays  

Barry Kirby 2/1                                                                                  

Helen Bishop  2/7  

Deborah Luethy 2/8  

Kim Strout 2/8  

Mike Hebein 2/14  

Erhard Panzilous 2/14  

Jaden Engelking 2/16  

Emily Bouroudijian 2/17  

Carol Palczynski 2/18  

Ruby Hosfield 2/20  

ZackProux 2/20  

Mildred Kierbs 2/24  

Jake Zara 2/26  

JoAnn Bitterman 2/28  

Jim Keith 2/28  

David Proux 2/28  

 

 

Feb./March  Anniversaries  

Kelly & William Berbaum 2/6 

Diane & Neal Herrmann 2/12  

Kit & Randy Lenser 2/14  

Mary & Don Long 2/25  

Sharon & Jason Nolan 3/2  

Cheryl & Jim Paras 3/20  

 

The information presented is from our cur-
rent membership database.  If you are aware 
of any omissions or errors, please contact 

the church office.  Thank you for your assis-
tance in keeping 

our records accurate and up-to-date. 
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Kevin Amato  3/2  

Nathan Gutierrez 3/5  

Clifford Rautenberg 3/8  

Andrew Herrmann 3/12  

Bradley Kirby 3/13  

Jameson Nolan 3/16  

Abigail Marquardt 3/16  

Tracie Douglas 3/18  

Debara Guiterrez 3/22  

Sharon Nolan 3/23  

Sonny Guiterrez 3/25  

Erin Kirby 3/28  

L:ila Mae Bornhoeft 3/30  

 



In January, we celebrated our 3rd birthday at Open Arms.  Wow, what a three years it has been.  God has 

truly blessed us!  The week of January 2, 2007 we opened with two children, my two boys, and we dou-

bled the next week.  Now we are serving a total of 98 children and their families.  Thank you for all of 

your support, prayers and help during the past three years.  It has been an amazing adventure! 

Even though we are nearing our capacity, our work is not complete and our actual ministry work is just 

beginning.  So much of our focus has been on ñbeginning our ministryò, putting our policies into place, 

earning our reputation in the community, and more.  Now that some of the foundation is laid, we can 

really begin to work on our ñbridging ministryò.  That takes time.  Building relationships is a huge part 

of our work at Immanuel.  Through the various small bible studies that are occurring on Sunday and 

throughout the week, as well as parent classes, ladies night out, family nights and more, you may be-

come involved in building relationships as well.  Family Game Nights are not just for the families at 

Open Arms.  These nights are for EVERYONE and this is a great opportunity for all of us to learn more 

about each other.  I hope you will take that into consideration and join us for the MANY things that are 

going on. 

We are also beginning to see more of our Open Arms families in church.  PLEASE, if you see someone 

new, introduce yourself and help them to feel welcome.  We have had many visitors lately; some are 

through Open Arms and some through other means.  Please help all of them feel welcome.   Our minis-

try has a lot to offer to many people and the only way our visitors will know what we have to offer is 

through your willingness to begin the conversation.   Those small conversations are the start of new re-

lationships. I want to encourage you to take the risk of saying hello. 

Summer Camp is coming soon!  You may have seen some of the flyers in the narthex.  If you know of a 

child entering 1st grade through age 10, please let me know.  We have several fun activities planned for 

the summer, and I would love to share the information.  If you are able to take a stack of flyers to work, 

the train station, or your doctorôs office, please let me know and I will be sure to supply you with some. 

The first full week of March, we will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Week.  At this time, we plan for 

the children to sing in church.  I want to remind everyone that for some of our families this is their first  

experience being in a church.  They will take pictures of their children, they may walk out after the chil-

dren sing, HOWEVER, we are providing this first connection for their family.  They may be back!  So 

please help them to feel welcome, make sure they have a bulletin, ask them to come back, and most of 

all share your Christian love with them.  I personally want to thank you, in advance, for helping to teach 

them and to welcome them, it is so very important.  

May God Bless You Always and in All Ways! 

WENDY PRITCHARD, DIRECTOR OF EARLY  CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

A W ORD  FROM  W ENDY ... 
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Family Life MinistryFamily Life MinistryFamily Life Ministry    
A NOTE FROM ANN 

 All of us know that the key to a successful celebration is preparation.  If you donõt prepare, the day arrives 
bringing lots of stress and often it doesnõt go quite like we envisioned it.  But it is so easy to procrastinate when it comes 
to that preparation.  After all, when the event is several weeks (or months) away, there is plenty of time to take care of 
the details.  When we donõt do the prep work, the greatly anticipated event arrives and we are so stressed about making 
things flow smoothly that we canõt enjoy the celebration. 
 There is a major celebration just around the corner and it is Easter.  However, the necessary preparation is dif-
ferent from planning an event.  We donõt necessarily have to send out invitations and arrange to decorate our homes, 
but we need to get our hearts and minds focused.  With Easter, if there is no prep work done, we risk missing the com-
plete joy that comes from recognizing the depth of our Saviorõs sacrifice.  Lent is that time of preparation. 
 Preparation can take several forms.  The first is by reading a daily devotional to focus your thoughts.  The Lu-
theran Hour Ministries offers this service by email (www.lentendevotions.net) or there are print copies available here 
at church.  Secondly, there is opportunity for quiet midweek reflection at our Wed. night services.  These services are 
shorter than Sun. morning, but offer a great chance to simply stop and think.  Finally (and most importantly), have con-
versations with your family about Christõs sacrifice and our own sinfulness.  Share with each other the hope of heaven 
and the joy of forgiveness that is ours to celebrate at Easter. 
 With a bit of preparation, your Easter celebration can be focused on the joy of Godõs promises being fulfilled.  
The music, the words, the Bible readings will all seem to speak to your heart more clearly as you have been anticipating 
the fantastic news ð He is risen!  Alleluia! 
 

 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Monday Night Womenõs Study      7:00 PM 

 We finish our study of Godõs upside down truths on Feb. 15.  Join us as we begin our next study, LifeLessons: 
Ephesians.  The study has been written by Max Lucado.  We will be taking the time to look at Ephesians over several 
weeks to see what it saying to us today. 

 

Lenten Bible Study starts on Feb. 16     Tuesdays at 10:00 AM 

 Join us on Tuesday mornings for this look at the Readings of the week.  We will be using a Bible study by Con-
cordia to guide our exploration of these texts.   The topics are: 

2/16  Been There, Done That 
2/23  Donõt Shoot the Messenger! 
3/2  A Words about Clubhouse Christianity 
3/9  The Foolishness of God Overcomes the Folly of People 
3/16  God Makes Us New in Christ 
3/23  Jesus Emptied Himself So That We Might Be Saved 
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http://www.lentendevo-tions.net


Family Life Ministry, continued... 
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March Madness    Saturday, March 20 

Join us for some basketball watching.  Come and cheer for your favorite team

(s).  Weõll be gathering in the Youth Room to watch the action from 10 AM ð 

2 PM.  Lunch will be available ð A free will offering will be taken.  Bring a 

friend and enjoy the game! 

Deadline to sign up for the lock-in at Concordia and the Laser Tag out-

ing is Sunday, February 28. 

REBEL          March 26, 27 
 Hereõs your chance to rebel in a healthy way ð Join us for the Lock-in at Concordia.  The theme is 
òRebeló and weõll be looking at Jesus and how He didnõt fit the rules.  The cost is only $7 and this event is open 
to all 6-9 graders.  Weõll meet at church at 6 PM to drive down to Concordia and we should be back about 8 
AM on Saturday.  Remember to sign up before the deadline.   

Laser Tag        Sunday, March 7 
 Plan now to bring a friend to join in the Laser Tag competition.  We will meet at church at 1:30 PM 
and drive out to Laser Quest on Rand Rd.  The plan is to be there at 2:00 PM so we can play in the 2:20 game.  
We will play a total of 3 games and be done at 4:00 PM.  That means we should be back at church by 4:30 PM.  
The cost is $19 for 3 games.  Talk to Ann if you need some help paying for this event.  Make sure you meet the 
sign-up deadline (Feb. 28) so that there is enough transportation for everyone.  To sign-up, send Ann an email 
or use the sign-up sheet in the narthex  

YOUTH EVENTS 

God vs. the gods      Sunday, Feb. 21 from 6-8 PM 

 Weõll meet in the Youth Room to look at the prophet Elijah and his showdown with the prophets of Baal.   
When we are done with our Bible study, weõll move into the gym to play some games.  If we have enough, we 
can put up the nets and play some volleyball.  Friends are always welcome to join us.  

Girls Only!       Saturday, March 13       4-6 PM 

 All the girls of the congregation (2nd grade and older) are invited to be a part of this special afternoon event.  
We will make fleece pillows and have a Bible study together.  Together weõll fix a light dinner to share.  Invite a friend 
and plan to join us.  
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          CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS 
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òMy Bibleó      Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM 

 Come join us as we work through the Bible.  Each week we look at 15 key verses 

that help us understand the message of each of the Biblical books.  If you have ever won-

dered what the book of Haggai or Ephesians was about, this is the class for you. 

CONGREGATIONAL SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

Meals to Serve  

 The Family Life Board would like to better organize our system of 
providing meals to families in need.  We want to provide meals when there is 
an illness, a new baby, a lost job, a death, or any other type emergency.  To 
put this new plan into action, we need two things: 

 Meal Providers ð If you would be willing to make a meal to share with 
another family, please email Ann Barber (abarber@immanuel glenview.org) 
or call her at 847-724-1034. 
Meal Alerts ð If you need a meal OR you know of another family in need of 
a meal, please contact the church office (847-724-1034) to put in a meal re-
quest.  It is important that everyone help us stay aware of those who might 
need this service. 

Thanks for your help in getting this new ministry organized and off the 

ground. 

Family Game Night      Friday, Feb. 26 

 Come and join us for some pizza, games, and fellowship.  This is a great opportu-

nity to have time together as a family.  We gather at 5:30 PM and the evening ends at 7:30 

PM.  Our Open Arms families are invited so please join us and take the opportunity to 

make some new friends. 

Beat the Winter Blues!    Saturday, March 13 

 Come and join us for a day of inside play.  The gym will be open to all our fami-

lies, including our Open Arms families, from 8:30 ð 10:30 AM.  We are simply providing 

the opportunity to let little ones run off their energy while enjoying the company of other 

adults. 

mailto:abarber@immanuelglenview.org
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

As sinful human beings when confronted with conflict, our natural inclination is to strike back.  This attitude is reinforced by 
what we see in the world around us, especially in the way we see conflict played out in the national media among politicians, 
celebrities and citizens at large. 

Even as faithful Christians, too often we misuse Scripture in addressing conflict because we fail to truly understand the meaning 
and intent of Mathew 18.  As referenced in the devotion below, we are called to apply a proper understanding of Scripture and 
not simply use it for our own purposes (e.g., to point fingers or lay blame). 

One very important, yet simple, point is found in the devotion below, Living out Matthew 18.  As a participant in conflict or as a 
mediator, how we approach conflict before a single word is uttered is with a particular mindset established by a proper under-
standing of Scripture.  Below, the author makes the distinction between restoration and condemnation.  In other words, we are 
to follow Christõs lead, become more like him and focus our thoughts, words and actions on restoration of all of those who have 
sinned (i.e., including ourselves, if we are part of the conflict).  This is easy to forget, especially when we are overwhelmed with 
hurt and anger in the midst of conflict. 

Tom Amato 

Chairman of the Board of Elders 

Living out Matthew 18 

When Christians think about talking to someone else about a conflict, one of the first verses that comes to 
mind is Matthew 18:15: "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of 
you." If this verse is read in isolation, it seems to teach that we must always use direct confrontation to force 
others to admit they have sinned. If the verse is read in context, however, we see that Jesus had something 
much more flexible and beneficial in mind than simply standing toe to toe with others and describing their 
sins. 

Just before this passage, we find Jesus' wonderful metaphor of a loving shepherd who goes to look for a wan-
dering sheep and then rejoices when it is found (Matt. 18:12-14). Thus, Matthew 18:15 is introduced with a 
theme of restoration, not condemnation. Jesus repeats this theme just after telling us to "go and show him his 
fault" by adding, "If he listens to you, you have won your brother over." And then he hits the restoration 
theme a third time in verses 21-35, where he uses the parable of the unmerciful servant to remind us to be as 
merciful and forgiving to others as God is to us (Matt. 18:21-35).  

Adapted from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict 
by Ken Sande, Updated Edition (Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2003) p. 144. 

 

Food for Thought 

Jesus is clearly calling for something much more loving and redemptive than simply confronting others with a 

list of their wrongs. He wants us to remember and imitate his shepherd love for us--seeking after others, help-

ing them turn from sin, and helping them be restored to God and those they have offended. Have you ever 

heard others in a conflict say, "We followed the Matthew 18 process"? Have you said it yourself? Read all of 

Matthew 18 and ask the Lord to give you the heart of a shepherd who seeks and gently restores the lost sheep. 
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